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> that the important and ſeaſonable ſub- 
reaching CHRIST, and not ourfelves, is 
* well bandled in the following DISCOURSE ; 
T heartily wiſh, and humbly pray, that the gra- 
cious Jenovan would bleſs it to the good of 
many, and that the worthy ; AUTHOR: may be 
long continued, a burning and ſhining light in the 
church of GOD 


> G. Tennent. 
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Serr diſelaimed, and Cunisr exalted: 


A 


S E R M O N, &c. 


2 COR. iv. 5. For we preach not ourſelves, 
but CHRIST JESUS the LORD, 


As I to give a brief and ſummary de- 
iſcription of man's original apoſtacy in 
few words, I would chuſe to ſay, That 
it was a departing from GO the author and foun- 
tain of bleſſedneſs, and retiring into himſelf as his 
laſt and ultimate end: And that the ſum of his 
moral depravity, conſiſts in an habitual diſpoſition 
to treat himſelf, in the ſame manner that he ought 
to treat the Gop of Hraven; i. e. to love him- 
ſelf ſupreamly, and ſeek himſelf ultimatly and 
finally, and ſet up himſelf in one ſhape or another, 
as the grand center to which all the lines of his buſy 
thoughts, anxious cares, and ſubtile projects, bend, 
and in which they terminate. | 
Wil he continued in his original ſtate of 
moral re&itude, that Gop who was the author of 
his being, was his beginning and end, his intereſt 
and attractwe, his defire and delight, and in a 
word, his ALL. But when ſin topk place in his 


beart, it warp'd the unhappy creature from his GOD 


to himſelf; inſomuch that sxLF is now become ALL 
to corrupt and depraved nature, even as GOD 
was once ALL to nature uncorrupted and unde- 

B praved. 
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praved. Selfiſhneſs is therefore now become the 


moſt active and reigning principle in fallen na- 


ture, and, like the firſt wheel in a grand machine, 
ſets the whole world in motion. For if we ſurvey 
the conduct of buſy mortals, in the various ranks 
and degrees, characters and circumſtances of life, 
we ſhall eaſily perceive -that sELF is the IDOL 
they are naturally diſpoſed to worſhip, and SELr- 
ISHNESS the grand intereſt to which they are by 
nature intirely devoted. 

We find ourſelves in the midſt of an active buſy 
world, the inhabitants of which are ever engaged 
in ſome vigorous- purſuits. -But what are they 
purſuing ? What is the governing principle of their 
actions? And what the center to which they bend, 
and in which they terminate? Are they laboring for 
GOD as their ultimate end, or for THEMsSELvEs ? 
When the merchant: compaſieth ſea and land, in 
ſearch of aworldly treaſure, does he this for GOD, or 
for HIMSELF? When the ſoldier boldly enters the 
field of battle, faces death in its moſt hideous 
forms, and apens his boſom to the moſt pregnant 
dangers, does he this for the honor of Gop, or 
for the honor of hiusEIT? When the induſtrious 
tradeſman riſes early, and fits up late, and eats 
the bread of carefulneſs, and fills up his ſwift ſuc- 
ceeding hours, with the moſt painful and aſſidu- 
ous labor, does he labor ultimately for Gop, or 
for HIMSELF? When Men of ſuperior rank, and 

eater affluence, devote their waſting moments 
to the faſhionable diverſions, and pleaſurable en- 
tertainments of life, do they this to pleaſe and 
glorify GOD, or to pleaſe and gratify SeLr? In 
a word, what is it in general that men live for, 
and what are they doing in the world ? What are 
their thoughts ſpent, their words ſpoken, their 
hands employed, and their time improved for? Is 

- It 
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it for GOD, or THEMSELVES ? Alas, how eaſy it 
is to ſee the awful prevalence of this corrupt and 
accurſed principle! That it is SELF that rules 
kingdoms, that governs families, drives on their 
trade, manages their worldly buſineſs; that enuszs 
EVEN THEIR RELIGION, and influences their whole 
conduct; that lies at the root and bottom of all 
their actual ſins, makes them ungodly, and ke 
them ungodly, and is their very ungodlineſs itſelf. 

An, Ol that it might be ſaid, with undoubted 
truth, that, notwithſtanding the general prevalence 
of this deteſtable principle, among the various 
ranks and orders of men, there is at- leaſt one 
OxDper exempted from the general charge; and 
that none who fuſtain the ſacred character, are 
influenced by mercinary principles, or ſelfiſh mo- 
tives; but that each individual could ſafely adopr 
the language of the apoſtle, in behalf of himſelf 


and brethren; We preach not ouRSELVES, but 


CHRIST JESUS the LORD-: .. | 

In the preceding chapter, the apoſtle had been 
magnifying his office, on account of the excellency 
and glory of that goſpel, which was the ſubject of 
it: And in this, he vindicates the miniſtry of the 
apoſtles and goſpel-miniſters, from the unjuſt ac- 
cuſations of falſe and judaizing teachers, who had 
charged them with walking in craftineſs, and 
handling the word of the LORD deceitfully(a). 
He avouches their ſincerity, that they renounced 


the hidden things of diſhoneſty; and as a proof of 


their integrity, he aſſures them, that their buſineſs 
was to preach ChRIST, and not themſelves. <* We 
<< preach not ourſelves, ſays he, and therefore are 
© not a ſet of deſigning men, as our accuſers 
would inſinuate; SELF is neither the MATTER, 
nor the END of our preaching ; we neither teach 

B 2 our 

(a) Ver. 2. 


1 
our on notions, paſſions, or prejudicts, for the 
« word of G0, nor do we ſeek ourſelves, or the 
« advancement*of our ſecular intereſt and glory: 
« Hut we preach CnyrisT Ja8vs the Loxb, and 
<©«< endeavour to make - him known to the world, 
<« in-each of theſe amiable characters, as the Mzs- 
San, the CHrrsT of GOD, as Jz8vs, the fa- 
« yior of men, and as Lok. and king in his 
church; and to advance the intereſt of his glo- 
« rjious kingdom among men.“ 

From theſe words, I ſhall attempt to few; 


1. Wuar that Srrrisnxzss is, which the apoſtle 
here diſclaims ; or, when miniſters may be ſaid 
to preach themſelves. 


II. 1 $84LL conſider ſome of the operations of that 
SELFISH principle, in thoſe particular inſtances, 
that tend to diſcover its reigning dominion. 
And then. 


III. Snzw what it is to preach CHRIST JESUS 
the LORD. 


An laſtly, improve the whole. 


Let us then enquire. 

I. Wuar that SrLrisnxrss is, which the apo- 
ſtle here diſclaims, &c. And to ſet this in a proper 
light, and prevent miſtakes, I muſt obſerve nega- 
tively, 4ſt. *Tis not that regular ſelf- love that 
induces miniſters to zeal and fairhfulneſs, in the 
diſcharge of their ſacred truſt, from the oonſidera- 
tion of future rewards and puniſhments. There is 
a ſelf. love implanted in human nature, that is con- 
ſiſtent with complete rectitude, and therefore. is 
not the effect ot our moral depravity. This Ab au 
had in his ſtate of perfect innocence, or elſe the 
promiſes of rewards would have been no induce- 
ment to obedience, nor would the ſevereſt threat- 


nings 


PS 
nings have deterred | him, in any meaſar; from 
aiſobedience. *Tis not therefore n criminal felfiſh- 
nefs, for miniſters *to have a fuitable Togard d 
their on future and everlaſting intereſt, und ve 
be influenced to diligente and induſtry, in ther 
great important work, by motives drawn frott 
thoſe future and eternal realities. *Pwas doubt 
leſs agreeable to the Gop of Heaven, that Ezr- 
Kl the prophet ſhould be influenced to füh- 
fulneſs, in giving warning, from that awful con- 
Kderation, that the © blood of thoſe that 
ſhould otherwiſe be required at his hand (b). An 
when the apoſtle urged Timoriry to take heed 
to himſelf and his doctrine, and continue in them; 
he would have him influenced by theſe confidera- 
tions, that he * ſhould ſave himſelf, and them 
that heard him (c).“ Nor was even Sr. Put. 
intirely above the influence of this motive, when 
he gave this reaſon, why he kept his body un- 
der ſubjection; left when he had to o- 
thers, himſelf ſnould be a caſt-away (d).“ It was 
not an unreaſonable ſelfiſhneſs in the propher 
I8a1an, to take encouragement under all his 
complaints, and be animated in his work, from 
the conſideration, that though Isxatr was not 
gathered, yet he ſhould be glorious in the eyes ef 
the LORD (e). 
2dly, Tas diſclaiming ourſelves, does not itn- 
Ply a total diſregard to our reputation and chu- 
racter among men; for on this, the ſucceſs of our 
miniſtry, and conſequently the advancement of the 
 Repexmtr's kingdom, may, in ſome meaſure, 
depend. If the character of a goſpel minifter, is 
ſtained with falſe and ill-natured af ns, this 
tends to mar his influence, and equently his 
uſefulneſs : 


(d) Exek. li. 17,18. (e) 1 Tim. iv. 16. (d) 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
(e) lai. xlix. 5. 
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A 
uſefulneſs : It is therefore no ways inconſiſtent 
with a goſpel · ſelf · denial, to ſeek. a vindication of 
himſelf, and his abuſed reputation. The apoſtle 
himſelf does ſo, in this and his other epiſtles ; and 
ſays, no man ſhall ſtop him in this boaſting (f). 
It ever becomes the miniſters of CHRIST, to 
have a tender regard to their reputation and- cha- 
rafter, as ſubſervient to the great ends of their 
miniſtry, and in which the honor of CnRISr, and 
the intereſt of Re11c1ow, is nearly concerned. It 
becomes a biſhop to be blameleſs, and an officer in 
be” the church of GOD, to be of good report (g); 
—_ yea, and to maintain the authority of his ſacred 
* character, and let no man deſpiſe him (h).“ In- 
=_ deed if our reputation among men of carnal cor- 
_ rupt minds, ſuffers for our "Aithfuloeſ; i in the diſ- 
: charge of our ſacred truſt, and men ſpeak all 
manner of evil againſt us falſely for Chriſt's 
ſake (i), (which is not at all uncommon) in this 
caſe, our honor, intereſt, and reputation, and even 
1 life itſelf is to be given up, and made a willing 
ſacrifice to the honor and intereſt of JesUs CH RISTH ; 
1 not counting our own life (much leſs our name 
| and reputation) dear, that we may finiſhour courſe, 
and the miniſtry we have received of the Loxy 
Jesvs (k). 

—_ Bur, Secondly and poſitively, The ſelfiſhneſs here 
_ difclaimed, is in general, that which ſtands in di- 
"=. rect oppoſition to the honor of GOD, and the 
1 intereſt of JESUS CHRIST. That ſets up SELF 
_—_ in the room and place of Gop, in our eſtimation, 
=_ affections, intentions and purſuits; and diſpoſes us 
=_ to love and value ourſelves, in the ſame manner as 
= we ought to love and value the-Gop of Heaven, 
to prefer our honor to his honor, and our intereſt 
| to 


(f) 2 Cor. xi. 10. (g) Tim. ii. 7. (h) Tit. ii. 15. 
(1) Mat. Ki. (k) Acts xx. 24. ü 


1 1 
to the intereſt of JESUS CHRIST; and in a 
word, to regard ourſelves ſupremely, and ſeek our- 
ſelves ultimately and finally, and to be influenced 
inordinately, in one ſhape or other, by mercenary 
views, and ſelfiſh mottves, in all we do. It is there- 
fore, nothing leſs on the whole, than a direct con- 
tending with the GOD of Heaven, and maintain- 
ing a diſpute with him, who ſhall be moſt loved 
and regarded by us, HE or w, and whoſe honor 
and intereſt ſhall be primarily and ultimately pur- 
ſued, His or our o-] ð W. Ye 
Bur, more particularly, This ſelfiſhneſs in pub- 
lic preaching, may be conſidered both materially 
and formally; or as it reſpects the ſubject matter, 
and the formal manner, of our preaching. | 
-' iſ, Tuner miniſters may be ſaid to-preach them- 
ſelves, - when the matter of their public preaching 
is ſuch, that it tends rather to promote ſelf- honor 
and ſelf-intereſt, than the honor of GOD, and the 
intereſt of JESUS CHRIST. When the ſubſtance 
of their ſermons, is only © the enticing words of 
man's wiſdom * (1), calculated rather to gratify 
men's curioſity with pleaſing ſpeculations, than to 
pierce their hearts with pungent convictions ; and 
has a greater tendency to pleaſe their fancies, than 
to convert and ſave their ſouls. When in the mat- 
ter of their preaching,” they conform to men's vi- 
tiated taſte, and corrupt humors, and rather ſooth 
and flatter, than ſtrive to awaken and alarm their 
conſciences ; endeavouring rather to win them to 
themſelves, and gain them over to their own ſelf-in- 
tereſt; than to win them to CHRISrH, and convert 
them to GOD. In a word, we are awfully guilty 
of this criminal ſelfiſhneſs, when our ſermons have 
rather a tendency in- their very matter 'and com- 
poſition, to commend ourſelves, than to com- 


mend 


(1) 1 Cor. ii. 4. 
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mend the LORN: JESUS CHRIST. and to be- 
t. in the corrupt hearts of our hearers, am eſteem 


at out perſons, gifts, and abilities; rather than of 


7 7 7725 glory, and offices. of the great RE. 
DEEMER, the ever adorable GOD- MAN JE- 
SUS CHRIST. 0 | 

_ adly, Tris ſelfiſhneſs reſpets. the form, as well 
as the matter of our preaching, i. e. the govern · 
wg, principle from which we act in our public mis 
niſtry, and the ultimate end we have in view. And 
this is doubtleſs the principal thing here intended; 


yet SELF, may be the root and bottom of it all, 
and. the object of our principal aim. Nothing is 
more evident, than that we may do the work of 
GOD, and that which is really ſo, as to the mat- 
ter or thing done; and yet not do it for GOD, as 
to the formal manner, but rather for ourſelves. 
Thus JEHU did the work of the LORD, when 
he executed the vengeance: of IEHOVNAAH, on 
the houſe and family of wicked AHAB; and 
when. he broke down the images of BAAL, and 
reſtored ISRAEL from idolatry; and yet he did 
it not rox GOD, but FOR HIMSELF, as appears by 
his proud boaſt, come {ce my zeal for the LORD 

It is not at all inconſiſtent to ſay, that miniſters 
may calculate their SrRMOxs, both as to Mar- 
TER, METHOD, and manner of DELIVERY, ſo as 
to have an aptitude. and tendency to anſwer the 
great ends of preaching, and yet may PREACH 
THEMSELVES, as to the PRINCIPLE from which 
they. act, and the uLTIMATE Exp they have in 
view. Nor is it at all to be wondered at, if in a 
time when the moſt zealous, lively, and practical 
preaching, the moſt earneſt addreſſes to the heart 


and 
(m) 2 Kings xx. 16. 


for be the matter of our preaching ever ſo good, 


b 
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and conſcience. are in vogue, and tend maſt to re- 
commend the preacher, and promote his reputa- 
tion, that mere ſelſiſh prineiples ſhould indu men 
to attempt cheſe, and even ſtrive to excel therein. 
So that though e preach ever ſo well, a Aha 
matter and method of our ſermons, and wit ever 
fo much apparent zeal and: fervor, in the;gelivery 
of them; yet if we faihas to the format; manner, 
and aim chiefly and ultimately at ouxſelves, qur 
hohen, intereſt and reputation, e are; faund guilty: 
of that criminal SELFISHNKSS which. che apo» 
ſtle disclaims 3 and are making; IDOLS of our- 
ſelves, by treating ourſelyes in the: manner We 
ought. to treat tho GREAF;-GOD f heaven and 
earth. This is the SELEISHNESS HERE 
DISCLAIM ED, and this it is for men to 
PREACHTHEMSEEVES. Im 

II. To conſider ſome df the operations of 25 
rhis corrupt principle, in thoſe particular inſtances 
that tend to diſcover its reigning dominion. In 
every ubſkoRified heart, SELF in one ſhape or 
another is ever uppermoſt, and has an intire a- 
ſcendancy and governing influence, in eyery thing 
they do. When therefore, men of this character 
take upon them the office of the goſpel miniſtry, 
SEL? muſt! be their grand motive, and their prin- 
cipal inducement, For, though a faithful dil; 
charge of this important truſt, requires more SELF 
DENIAL, than any employment under the ſun; 
yet there are many things in the ſacred office, that 
may be alluring baits to men of corrupt and ſelſiſn 
minds. A tolerable maintenance, or comfortable 
ſubſiſtance in the world, may be an inducement 
to ſuch as know not better how to provide for 
themſelves: Who, like the unjuſt ſteward, are 
© unwillihg”to dig, and aſhamed to beg (n); and 


(n) Luke Ai. 3. 
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therefore chuſe chis rather than 4 meaner imploy- 
. ment. Thus in the degenerate times of the church 
= of old, men would < crouch for a piece of ſilver, 
—_ and ſay, put me I pray thee into the prieſt's office 
—_ that I may eat a piece of bread (o). And hence 
= that bitter complaint, that the prieſts taught ſor 

| hire, and the prophets--divined for money (p) ;* 
and on this account, they Tere” called © greedy 
dogs that could never have enough, and ſhepherds 
that did not underſtand, looking every one for his 
gain from his quarter (q). Let none underſtand 
me, as though I infinuated, that miniſters have 
not a right to inſiſt on a ſufficient maintenance, 
and an honorable ſupport; for whatever a carnal 
0 ſelfiſh world may imagine, it will be found true at 
laſt, that GOD (and not man) © hath ordained 
that they who preach the goſpel, ſnould live of the 
goſpel (r). Nor dol in the leaſt doubt, but the 
too general neglect of this duty among people to 
their miniſters, is one of the crying and God- pro- 
voking ſins of the preſent day. (See Mal. iii. 8, 
| 9, 10.) What 1 am proving is, that SeLy in its 
| reigning dominion, may influence men to under- 
take the ſacred imployment, with ſuch ſordid 
views: And this is neceſſarily ſuppoſed, in the 
apoſtle's frequent exhortations to miniſters, * not 
to be greedy of filthy lucre (1), nor be given 
to filthy lucre (t), nor teach things for filthy lucre's 
ſake (u). The inducement of the apoſtle himſelf 
(as of every other faithful miniſter) was vaſtly 
different. A rss TTV, ſays he, is laid upon 
me, and wo is me if I preach not the goſpel (W).“ 
And he could ſay, with the utmoſt ſincerity, to 
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100) '1 Sam. a. 36. (p) Mic: iii. 11. (q) Iſai. Ivi, 11. 
(r) 1 Cor. ix. 14. (1) 1 Tim. iii. 3. . 
(u) Ver, 11. (w) 1 Cor. ix. 16. | 
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the ContmTaran church, I ſeek not yours, but 
ou (x).“ 698 Fi et arr: 
rangi A life of ſtudy, and an opportunity to 
furniſh the mind with the various improvements 
of human ſcience, ' may be an inducement to thoſe 
who. have a turn for ſpeculation, and would be 
willing to ſhine and make ſome figure in literature; 
from mere ſelfiſh. principles to undertake the mi- 
niſtry. And, wovro YOU BELIEVE zr, Sins? The 
ſuppoſed caſe and indolence of a miniſter's life, by 
thoſe who know nothing of the many cares, fa- 
tigues and perplexities of it, may poſſibly induce 
a ſelfiſh man, who is willing to favor the fleſh, to 
enter upon it. Nor is it at all unlikely that the 
reverence and reſpect ſhewn to the ſacred character 
among men, may influence thoſe who are chiefly 
ſeeking themſelves. . Tis agreeable to a proud 
{elfiſh' mortal, to be looked upon and reſpected as 
the leader and guide of 2 — and to have 
others dependent on him, receive the law at 
his mouth (y).“ e | | 
Now, when ſuch alluring baits as theſe are the 
principal-inducements to the miniſtry, the reigning 
dominion of a ſelfiſh principle is exceeding evi- 
dent. And as theſe undertake the ſacred imploy- 
ment for THEMSELVES,” and not for GOD, ſo they 
will ever © preach themſelves, and not CHRIST 
Jzsvs the Loxp.“ For the ſame principle, while 
uppermoſt in their hearts, will attend and govern 
them, in every branch of their miniſterial con- 
duct. It will go with them into their private ſtu- 
dies, and there will chuſe their ſubject, form and 
methodize their ſermons, and often times make 
them more attentive to mere words and orna- 
ments, than to the ſacred Truths of GOD. And 
| | C 2 hence, 


* 


(x) 2 Cor. xii. 14. (y) Mal. ii. 7. 
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hence, inſtead of-plain and ſerious addreſſes, that 
might tend to MELT and CHANGE hard and un- 
ehanged Hz xz s, they will abound” with trifling 
ſpeculationg, ſet off with glittering toys, with fi- 
gures of rhatoric, and arts of elocution. Or in- 
ſtead of inſtructing thèir people, in the great 
things that concern their everlaſting welfare, they 
go beyond their capacity, and teach them nothing, 
but that they are able to ſpeak unprofitably and 
vnintelligibly. SELF will-often diſpoſe them to 
take off the edge, and dull the life of their teaeh- 
ings, under a pretence of fileing off the rough - 
neſs, and ſmothing the diction. And if à plain 
and cutting paſſage occurs, it will caſt it away, as 
too ruſtical and ungrateful. Thus in their pre- 
arations 23 ſervice, inſtead: of conſulting 
iouſly, 4 What ſhall 4 ſay, and how ſnall I fay 
<. jt, ſo as beſt: to pleaſe and glorify, GOD, and 
&. do good to the ſouls of men: SzLF will make 
them conſult, © What:ſhall I ſay; and -how- ſhall 
& deliver it, ſo as to be thought an excellent 
c preacher, and to be admired and applauded by 

“all that hear me.“ fat cle. 
Axp, when SELF has done its work in their 
ſtudy, and made their ſermon, it will attend them 
even to the pulpit, and there it will form their 
very countenance and geſture, and modulate their 
volce, and animate their delivery, and put the 
very accent and emphaſis upon their words and 
ſyllables, that all may be calculated to PLEASE, 
rather than pRor ftr, and to recommend THEM- 
SELVES, and ſecure a vain applauſe, rather than 
recommend I rss CHRIS, and ſecure his intereſt 
in the hearts of men. | 1 5 
Ax when the ſermon is ended, SELF goes 
home with the preacher, and makes him much 
more ſolicitous to know whether he is — 

an 


| 
if 
| 
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zpplauded, chan whether he has prevailed far 
2 r 


fible, to draw out ——_— rr 5 *< 
if they can pereeive are h thought- & 
they —— greatly, as having attained their end; 
But if they find they are eſteemed but weak, of 
at beſt but common preachers, they are dejected 
and diſappointed, as having miſſed - What they 
think THE ORAUD PRIZE Or THE DTS. 
Ax hence this falſe felf-ſeeking heart, can; be 
very eaſy and contented with a general approhs- 
tion, and applauſe; without ſeeing any ſaving fruit 
of miniſterial labor, from year to year. Or if he de- 
fire ſucceſs in the awakening and converſion af fin- 
ners, yet SELF may lie at the bottom of this tho 
and though it may work differently from the 
manner above deſcribed, yet it may terminate ia 
the ſame thing in the finul iſſue. Sur may mak 
ſuch as theſe, ſtrive to excel in appearances ot 
real godlineſs, and in zealous, fervent; practical 
preaching; yea, it may diſpoſe them to define: 
ſucceſs, to affect and change the hearts of their 
hearers, and they may calculate their diſcourſes: 
for that purpoſe, and yet aim ultimately at THE M>— 
SELVES, and the advancement af their on repu- 
tation. What can be more agreeable to a man, 
who ultimately ſeeks himſelf, than to ſte people 
throng around him, and croud in multitudes to 


hear him, and appear to be affected with What 


they hear ? And to find that he is able to com- 


mand 
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mand their Ton, and move their paſſions and 
affections; and what more pleaſing, t than! to hear 
himſelf cried up by them, as the © moſt able and 
godly preacher in the land, and fam'd through 
the whole country, as a man of the higheſt ren 
excellencies, and moſt ſucceſsful labor. 

Ira not to inſinuate that men of ſuch mer- 

cenary and' cor rinciples, are like to be ve 

ſucceſsful, ol chonch 2 25 POSSIBLE THEY ny 
DO Good, and GOD may bleſs what means he 
pleaſes; yet it ſeems MORE PROBABLE, that, as 
they labor not for GOD, but for THEMSELTES, 
he will leave them to THEMSELVES for the ſucceſs: 
And that their labors will have no greater bleſſing, 
than THEMSELVES are able to give, and that their 
words, how pungent ſoever, will reach no farther 
than their own ſtrength is able to make them. 
But what I have aſſerted, is, That SeLr may 
make men deſire Success, ſo far as it may tend 
to the advancement of their reputation. Again, 

- SOMETIMES this ſelfiſh diſpoſition, will work up 
envious and bitter thoughts, againſt all thoſe who 
they imagine ſtand in their light, or by out-ſhin- 
ing them, eclipſe" their glory, and hinder the pro- 
greſs of their idolized reputation. Hence they 
are inwardly voxed and mortified, when a prefer- 
rence is given to the names and parts of their bre- 
thren, as if all the praiſe given to others, was in- 
Juriouſly taken from them, and that TuEYTHRu- 
SELVES were not ſo particularly noticed, reſpect- 
ed and eſteemed, as their partial ſelfiſn TL ene 
imagines they ought to be. And this often lays 
a foundation for jealouſy, ſuſpicion, and aliena- 
tion, as if they were carrying on two different and 
contrary intereſts. It is this alſo, that makes ſome 
ſo tenacious of their own opinions, that they al- 


moſt claim infallibility, and are ever impatient. of 
con- 
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contradiction or controul. They eſteem and value 


the man, that will ſay as they ſay, arid be of their 
inion, and promote their reputation; but he 
Who will dare to differ from. or contradict them, 
is not to be borne with! O, Sins! it is impoſſible 
to trace out all the corrupt workings ef this de- 
teſtable and pernicious principle, or to mention 
the innumerable miſchiefs it has occaſioned in the 
church of GOD. It Was this that raiſed anti- 

chriſt, by ſeveral gradual and progreſſive ſteps, to 
his preſent tytannical ' dignity, - It was this that 
enkindled the flames of perſecution, in the ſeveral 
periods of the chriſtian church, and ſtained the 
earth with: the crimſon gore of human blood; and 
it is this diſturbs and rends chriſtian ſocieties, 
and divides them into different intereſts, and dif- 
ferent parties, and fills them with bitterneſs againſt 
one another. O may the Loxp in mercy deliver 
us from ourſelves, as our worſt enemy; and from 
the power and dominion of ſelfiſnneſs, as the ſoreſt 
plague that can befall us on this fide hell? 
Bur I have dwelt too long on this Mr 

ſubject, and ſhall therefore paſs to te 
TuIRD GENERAL HEAD, Which was to —_ 
III. WAT 1T 1s TO PREACH CHRIST.” We 
preach not ourſelves, but CHRIST. JESUS'the 
LORD.“ And this alſo muſt be conſidered both 
MATERIALLY; and FORMALLY, or as it reſpects 
the SUBJECT MATTER, and the DRIER 

MANNER of our preaching. 3 

iſt, As it reſpects the MATTER; it aickadds 
in general, the whole ſum of goſpel- doctrine, re- 
lating to man's ſalvation by Jz$vs CRRIST ; the 
original contrivance, the meritorious impetration, 
and actual application of it, through” his blood 
and ſpirit; the fall of man, by one man's diſo- 
bedience 
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bediente (2), and the guilt and ruin of a fallen 
ſtate; neceſſarily ſuppoſed; the original purpoſes of 
Gbd'slove:and-graees that iſſued in the lt of his 


deariſon,; the glory of bis perſon as Gap, the etet- 


nal relation he fuſtained to the father, his ſubſtitu- 
tic a8 a ſurety, and. deſigpation to the office, of 


mediator, his voluntary contract in the covenant 
of redemption, which made way for his myſterious 
incernation:; his holy life, his meritorious and 
ene} death, his powerful reſurrection, triumphant 
aſeenſion, and perpetual: | prevailing. interceſſion 3 
the complete atonement he made, and the ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs he hath brought in; together 
With the various offices he ſuſtained, both in his 
ſtate of humiliation and exaltation: The methods 
of divine operation, in the work of effectual cal- 
Ang the nature and uſe of divine faith, to apply 
his blood and righteouſneſs; the bleſſings conſe- 
quent on believing, juſtification, adoption, ſancti- 
fication; perſeverance in grace, and conſummation 
in glory, perfection of holineſs at death, and the 
complete happineſs of ſoul and body at che reſur- 
rection, in the full enjoyment of GOD. to all eter- 
nity{/ Theſe, ad an -ocbie goſpel- truths, ſup- 
poſed by chem, ineluded in them, and conſequent 
upon chem, relating to JESUS CHRIST, are 
to be the SUBJECT MATTER of our preach+ 
ing; all which are ſummarily comprehended, 
in the three characters mentioned in the Text, 
CHRIST JESUS the LORD. CHRIST 
the Mes an; the anointed of GOD, qualified 
for, and ſet apart to, the office of mediator: 
JESUs the ſavior of men, who ſaves his people 
from their ſins, both from the guilt and power, 
and finally from the puniſhment of them, by 

5 2 Ra e een 3116, Working 


(2) Ron. v. 19. 


. 
working out for them 4 righteoufneſt to Be i. 
puted; and by working in chem a figuitedu 
IT {THE LORD, the great head and 
king of his church, who hat its government on 
his ſhoulders,” and to “ hom all power is give 
in heaven and upon earth (a)) to whom all hom 
and obedience are due, i ak ontent 
as # perfon every way qualifſed and worthy, 
ſole Lair ar of thi blem tranſactions of the 
grand and final JuDp)¹α] ]] rr. 
BvrT particularly, iſt, To ext acn CHK Mr, is 
to hold Fen forth, not meerly as a EA W-GIVER; 
to be obeyed';; but chiefly as a LAW=-FUEFIE- 
LER, to be believed in, for pardon, righteouſ- 
neſs, and everlaſting life.” To repreſent him to 
poor periſhing ſinners, as 4 ſurety, who his un- 
dertaken in cheir room and ftead; to pay the DIT 
or Dory; dd or PW AUT Y, for Weir divine 
juſtice has them under an arreſt; to atone for the 
mes for which they are under ſentence, and 
work out for them à complete and perfect rights 
ouſneſs, anſwerable to the ſtrict demands of his 
unchangeable law. How honorably ſoever we may 
ſpeak of . JESUS CHRIST, as a ruler ta be obey- 
ed, and as f pattern to be imitated z-yet if we do 
not exhibit him to view, as the great LAW. 
FULFILLER, to be believed in, and as © the 
end of the Jaw for rightheouſneſs (b), we do not 
rly PREACH CHRIST; but conceal 4 
eſſential branch of his mediatorial excellency. 
t is the grand fundamental article of the religion 
of Cnuisr, and the ground of all our hopes, 
* that he ſuffered for us, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God c); that he not 
only died fox ou Goo, (as the Soeintans fav, 
to ſet us an example how to ſuffer with patience ; 
| - - » but 
(a). Matt. xxviii. 18. (b). Rom. xx. 4. (c) 1 Pet. fil. 18. 
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4 
but that he died- in our room and iſtead. and 


was d made ſin for us by imputation, that we 
by imputatien, might be mage righteous 1 


| Nah 96 Co through: him d).“ . 10 vat: 


A2 dly, To rREASH CHRIS TC, is: to exhibit to Views 
his infinite divine FULLNESS, and the freeneſs 
of his unbounded GRAGE, his almighty POWER 
to ſave; and his WILLINGNESS to exert that 
power; that in him is to be found, all that righ - 
teouſneſs that the law requires, and all that grace 
that the;goſpel promiſes; and in ſhort, every 
rang that a poor, guilty, chelpleſs, finrburdentd; 
law condemned ſinner can poſhbly want; 
= that: all the: bleſhngs of his atonement; are 
freely Seed, 6 ithont money, : 0 N 
Peg oc Tel E es . i nid 5 
13d Tags gen Cnr, i is to Sake him; "© 
grand center;of:all theryariety of ſubjects we enter 
n in the whole: 1 and OH of 
religion, If we treat of the nature and pet fections 
of the deity, we are to eonſider them, as diſplayed 
oft. eminently,. in the face of. -Jz5us Cuais (f)“ 
if; en to view. the divine law; in its aſtrict- 
neſs and ſpirituality, we are to remember CHRIST. 
das the end of the law »for: rightequſnels (g). It 


| woydenounce i its dreadfuk + curſes. againft: every 


one that continues not in all things Written in the. 

baok.of the lay. to do themi(Þ);:'tis that the law 

1 -maſter,” may bting them co!CHRIST,: 
1 may he as erde (i).“ 11 we treat 
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(4) 2 Cor, v. _ = Ini. Iv: 1. (f) 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
(g) Rom. x. 4. (h) Gall iii. 10, 24. (i) Heb. xii. 2 
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bs dhe direct vbjeRt of it. If we treat of Tepen- 
tance, tis ChRLT exalted at the fight Hand of 
GOD, that muſt give it, and the remiſſion of 
Gig? (kJ and: CH crucified,” and viewed by 
faith, that mũſt be the firſt ſpring of it. If we treat 
of goſpel· Obedience, it muſt be confiiered as the 
N fruit of faith b NST. and uhion to 

im; ſpringing" from 8 love (J) to, 
and performed by ſtrength 81, a derived from 
the LORD JESUS' nls and accepted al- 

together,” on account of the merit of his obedience 
and death. In à word, CHRIST muſt be con- 
ſidered; "as, call andi in all m), as the Al FRA and 
Om 64;'the beginning and the 280 (nY;/*thefoun- 
tain from which ALL Is derived, and the center in 
Which All muſt terminate; his righteouſneſs is 
ALL in juſtification, his fpirit and grace ALL 
in ſanctification, and the enjoyment of him, ALL 
in. glorification. This is to RRACR Cumnter, as to 
che MarrEx of our preaching.” And then, 
II. As to the FORMAL ManweRy* it i plics, 
That we aim at the honor and glory of CHRIS 
and the advancement of his intereſt, d o Ul 
mate and final end. This ib doubtleſs the Prin. 
cipal thing "tended, in oppoſition” to thoſe met- 
cenary views; and {fiſh%a ms, that Were men⸗ 
tioned before. Men may Tpealk” much abt 
SUS CHRIST in 1 and u 755 
perly PREACH CHRIST Fea, th rare: 
CHRIST too, as to the matter of t en preaching, 
in all the inſtances above N efNHB ed; and Jet not 
do it rox ChRISF, but för rens es, 5 O58 
they make Cantsr himfelf, and the- precidi doc 
trines of the goſpel, only ſubſeryieht tc the ad! 
vancement of — 1 * IDOL; SELF. — & exdAc 
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wound the ſtupid con- 


a ſleepy 71 inners, 
— the ruin Sk their pes as, ther ge yn 
y. the = and the abſolute im- 


= IE Kern a. perſonal legal righteouſ- 


they may effectually ſee hairs need 
Sal both as 2 ſurety to pay their L 


W a e to waſh in from ſin and from 
HE. RICH: and unbounded treaſures of. 1 
grace, are alſo to he laid open, and goſpel abe 
Dons to he. exhibited. in their free and indefinite 
| $14 $6 urged with the moſt powerful motives, 
v4 wahve. arguments, that can be drawn 
25 Fr, or from wrath, from heaven, or from 
| * from. i all the. n and dreadiu] things 

ll 87 Sf non ONE to rox this ſubjeR 
— ot or two, from each of the e 
heads; and then Pa with a par- 

e ase 

migiſters are net to aA n, ot to 
5 THEMSBLVES, in the execution of the ſacred . 
| | | then dane can ever diſcharge this A truſt 
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| PrincreLzs. I have obſerved: before, that when 
2 — HIMSBLF,: and is ever: ſince di- 
| Ges az his laſt aud final end. 


think, and ſpeak, and do: Seeking their on 


( 423 ) 
acceprably in che ſight af G O D, .who. are under 
the 


dominion of uzrcenaty and ant ren 


man fell trom GOD, by original apoſtacy, ke re- 


to love, and ultimately 0 fark 
18K 
Ess then, in one — — 
reigning; active in fallen nature, and 
the intire dominion in every heatt that is unte- 
newed and unſanctified; as therefore, unſanctiſied 
men, 2 — but SELF, and 
can a& from no higher than they have ; 
how can be alifed for = faithful 
of that work, which ſo much ' SxLr-xe- 


- wunciaTIOn. If ſuch as theſe undertake the mi- 


niſtry, their views muſt be SELFISH; 


ſtudy, pray, and preach for THewenLves, and 
== THEMSELVES the grand center of all they 


things, and not the thingsof CHRIST JESUS{(o);' 
preferring their honor to his honor, and their in- 
tereſt to his intereſt; and therefore, they are guilty 
of idolatry, by ſetting themſelves. uppermoſt” ia 
their eſtimation, affections, deſigns, and purſuits. 
And if I ſhould grant, thine dock wah, may be 
uſeful in the miniſtry, yet ſurely the undertaking 
CRT 2 to the SouLs committed 
to charge, the conſequence extremely 
dreadful to themſelves, for  * when they have 
preached to others, themſelves will be Folly re- 
zeed and caſt away (p) 5 

Adly, Ir the bulineſs of goſpel-miniſters is; TO 
PREACH CHR18ST, hence ſee the honor and dignity 
of their office. No other than a glorious CHRIST, 


(0) Phil. ii. 21. (p) 1 Cor. ix. 27. 


the anointed of cm the darling of heaven, and 
the beloved · of angels and faints, is the ſubject of 
their miniſtry; from him their authority andbeoni 
—Ü—üFä — in his valuable intereſt the — 
to ſpeak, as embaſſadors in his 
eadl Their office is therefore honorable, — 
ſome proportion to the dignity of the overeign, 
m whom. they receive commiſſion g the gran- 
of the court, in vy hoſe intereſt they are em 
ployed as EMBASSADORS, and the important 
errand they have to tranſact with guilty inenꝰ And 
as they are engaged for CHRIST, and imployed 
| by him to act as EMB ASSADORS IN HIS 
7 NAME, he has declared that he will regard the 
| treatment they meet with as if done to himſelf: 
=_ He that receiveth youz: ſays he, receiveth me; 
\ and he that deſpiſeth you; deſpiſeth me, and him 
that ſent me (q). Were we acting a part for ouR. 
SELVES, and ſpeaking in our on name, and dri- 
on our on ſelf - intereſts, men might treat us 
er pleaſed: But if we act as embaſſadors for 
2 in purſuit of his intereſt, and in his name 
and ſtead, let them take heed how they deſpiſe the 
SACRED. CHARACTER we ſuſtain, or neglect the 
SOLEMN MESSAGES we bring. But I muſt not dwell 
on theſe inferences, the time being far elapſed.” 
PxERMrr me, therefore, now, with all humilicy, 
to addreſs » myſelf particularly to the venerable 
members of this SYNOD, with all egy — r 
ſacred character dere preſent. , 
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Tus SUBIECT I have now been handling, 
will neceſſarily lead me to great freedom, and 
| plaineſs of ſpeech :yet Iwill not entertain ſo diſ- 
f honorable a thought of any of you, as to imagine 
| : un cen 
(q) Luke x. 16. 
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nheceflaty?} Nor will! doube can- 

Aid — no 
by une of the 'meanet of che: ſad red charger, _ 
— gladly -fix at your: feet: and: learn, and W 
is witling to ſtand corrected” and reproved oy Fr 
LI What we have heard. 
I. Lead us anto our on hearts, to examine in the 
preſence of an all- ſeeing God, whether we havg 
not too much of this abominable ſelfiſn princip 
ſtill lurking: within us; and too little fingleneſs 
heart for GOP, and JESUS CHRIST. Do we 
hever ſhrink into diffidence and neglect, in caſes 
ol duty, through th power and prev alenee of that 
ſootking temptation, SPARE THYSSLE? Do we ne- 
ver find this deteſtable enemy, ſtrive to encroch 
on ther rights of the godhead, and aſſume the ho- 
nor and regardithat is duetto JESUS alone. Does 
it neber vreep into our ſtudies, and ſeelè td have 4 
hand in our preparations for the ſanctuary of the 
Lonv, and diſpoſe! us to conſult howito 1 PLEASE 
rather than how to FROr iT; and Ho var ow 
intereſt may be ſecuredin'the'eſteemand affettions 
of bur kearers, rather than how the INTEREST: 
and KINGDOM of CHRIST may be advanced ? 
And when we enter the dacred-de1ls,- with a meſ- 
ſage from heaven ta guilty men, are we never too 
rhoyplrfub of the notices and obſervations of sur 

r' fellow mortals round about us, and do _ 
enſible of che all-ſeeing eye of JEHOVAH 
us, and ethe vaſt and / inexpreſlible weight e 
erandiguhich'we come?” Are we ä — 
Jigitous about meer external appeatances chat ae. 
tend tout delivery, and too little ſo, About the 
ſpirituab frame of our hearts, in the fight of GOD? 
Are we never tempted by this pernicious prineiple, 
to play the hypocrite befote our, hearets, with a 
9 thew: ot zeal and feryor; and devotion, than 
2 is 
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to the inward ſtate and frame of our 
E any time we find ourſelves dead and 
harren, and ha but little clearneſs or freedom 
we are dejeced';. our hearts are depreſſed and funk 
within, us; but from whence. is this dejection? Is 
it becauſe we have done ſq roonLY for GOD, and 
been ſe Mie rR ADLY DEEI eur in his ſervice? Or 
only becauſe we have made fo oT EuU NH A i- 


Suns in. the eyes of our fellow-men ? On the other 


hand, when we find ſome enlargement and free - 
dom, a feadineſs of thought, and fluency of ex- 
Ee, and feel ſome ſuitable degree of zeal and 
vor, does a ſelfiſh, deceitful heart, never prompt 
us to a fort of Szur-compLacency, and delight in 
OURSELVES? And if ve are pleaſed, that GOD 
has enabled us, in any meaſure, to be TA 1Trur, 
vet, are we never too much elated with the ap- 
probation and applauſe of thoſe that have heard us. 
Ax when our public performances are ended, 
what is the object of our greateſt ſollicitude? 
Whether ſinners are awakened and won to 
CHRIST? Or, whether we ourſelves are held 
in high eſteprm ? Whether the word preached has 
gained their hearts for Gap, or whether it has 
gained far, us their pleaſing approbation ? And 
does dus felbih principle, never direct ot influence 
our conduct, among the people of our charge? 
Are we not often beſt pleaſed with the company 
and ſociety of | thoſe, who (perhaps too partial in 
our favor) may gratify our vanity with their pro- 
feſñons and tokens of eſteem and friendſhip? And 
do we not, from the ſame principle, ſhun, or too 
much neglect, thoſe who appear lefs friendly, 
though they need our inſtruction and advice, as 
much as others, Do not we too much neglect the 
duties of private, and particular applications, for 
fear of ofeedings and yet frame excuſes for our 
| neglects, 


— — * 


Cy 7] | 
neglects, that have too much SeLermuvess in 
them? In a word, what did we undertake the 
' miniftry for? What do we ſtudy, preach and 
pray, live and labor for? Is it ultimately for 
"GOD, or for ouxsELVxs? I beſeech you, reve- 
REND and DEAR SrRxS, bear with this plainneſs and 
freedom, and let me not be looked upon in the 
light of an arrogant accuſer; far be it from me, 
to lay any of theſe things to your charge, or to 
harbour a doubt of your dilintereſted zeal for 
GOD, and victory over SELF. There is but 
one heart among us, that I have reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect,“ and over THAT, I find it neceffary to keep 
2 continual watch and guard: And, O! how 
many are the ſecret windings and turnings, and 
different ſhapes and appearances, of this pernici- 
ous adverſary, SELF ! How often does it beſet 
us, when and where we have little expected it, 
and give us occaſion to lament and fay, Haſt 
thou found me, O! mine enemy?* If we find 
then, on the above-mentioned enquiry, that our 
ſelf-denial, and deadneſs to ourſelves, is yet very 

imperfect. Let us in the | 72 
SEconD place, Bitterly bewail it before GO, 
with the deepeft humiliation. For what can be 
more deteſtable, er carry a greater malignity in 
its very nature, chan that diſpoſition that would 
exalt SELF, in the place of GOD and JESUS 
CHRIST, and as it were contend with him for 
the preference, and diſpute the point with him, 
who ſhall be moft loved and regarded by us, HE 
or WE, and whofe honor and intereſt ſhall be 
primarily purſued, HIS or OUR OWN? And 
how inconfiftent is this SELFISHNESS, with 
that Leſſon of  SELF-DENIAL, that we are 
obliged to preach to others, and which JESUS 
bas taught us, both by precept and example. 
| E. Nay, 
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debates all. 


O it is horrible wickedneſs, in the very nature of 


[ 28 } 
Nay, with what face can we recommend SELF- 
DENIAL to others, while WE are SELFISH, 
or how can we reprove or condemn the fin in o- 
thers, that we harbour too much in ourſelves. We 
tell the drunkard, the ſwearer, the profane ſin- 
ner, that © except he be converted and changed, 
he cannot be ſaved; and is it not as true of us, 
that we cannot be the true diſciples, or faithful 
miniſters of CHRIST, except we deny ourſelves.“ 
Does not our LORD himſelf, lay this down as 
the grand CRITER ION, by which he ſubmits his 
own doctrine and miſſion to trial, whether it was 


oF Gop, or whether he ſpake or HIus Ir. He 
that ſpeaketh of himſelf, ſays he, ſeeketh his 


own glory: But he that ſeeketh the glory of him 


that ſent him, the ſame is true (r).“ I make no 
doubt, Sixs, but SELFISHNESS, in its reign- 
ing dominion, is a greater fin than drunkenneſs, 
or whoredom. The one diſhonors GOD, by 
breaking his law; but the other ſtrikes at the very 
relation of SoyzreiGn and SusJtct, and contends 
with him, as it were, for the rights of god-head, 
and inſiſts upon being above him, in the eſtima- 
tion, affections, intentions, and purſuits. Now, 
© It is one thing to break ſome particular laws of 
a PRINCE, and another to ſet up to be above 
him, or to exalt a RIVAL, in his room and 
ſtead; the firſt indeed is tranſgreſſion, but the o- 
ther is downright treaſon and rebellion, and there- 
fore the moſt heinous. And indeed whatever we 


do in religion, and how good ſoever it be, as to 


the MaTTER, ' or thing done, yet if SELF is 
the reigning principle, 1t tarniſhes, corrupts, and 
And as it is the very eſſence of ho- 


lineſs to live to GOD, and act intirely for him; 


. 
r) John vii. 17, 18. 


[29] 29 
it, to live to ounxsxLvxs, and act ultimately for 
ourſelves. If, therefore, we find the remains, or 
ſecret workings of ſo corrupt and deteſtable a 
principle, let us mourn and be humbled before 
GOD, and repair by Fal TH to him, who once 
died, That they which live, ſhould not live to 
themſelves, but-to him who died for them, and 
roſe again(ſ).* Let us in the Third Place 

Evzx be watchful againſt this enemy of 
GOD, and our ſouls, and endeavour to ſup- 
preſs the firſt riſings of it. Let us ever remem- 
ber, © we are not our own(t),* and therefore have 
no bulineſs to live to ourſelves, or regard our in- 
tereſt or reputation, any further than the honor 
of CHRIST, and the intereſt of religion is con- 
cerned. If GOD has made us, if CHRIST has 
redeemed us, if in our ordination vows, we have 
ſolemnly given up ourſelves, and our all to him, 
then certainly we arg vor ouR owN; and there- 
fore to appropriate our time and talents to our 
own intereſt and reputation, is a ſacrilegious on- 
BING OF Gop. 

FusxTHER, Let us guard againſt that fear of 
man that Serrisaness would prompt us to, and 
which would make us too fond to pleaſe, and too 
tearful to diſpleaſe; for if we thus ſeek to pleaſe 
men, and by that means to advance ourſelves, 
we cannot be the faithful -< ſervants of JESUS 
CHRIST (u).“ And yet, ſuch are the perverſe 
tempers of many we have to deal with, that we are 
often reduced to an unhappy Dr RMA, and muſt 
either offend GOD, or offend them. Poor guilty 
mortals love to be ſoothed and flattered, but do 
not love to be plainly dealt with; hence, ſuch 
pointed addreſſes, as tend to diſcover them to 
themſelves, often excite their reſentment. Thus, 

| E 2 when 


(1) 2 Cor. v. 18. (t) 1 Cor, vi. 19. (a) Gal. i. 10, 
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hen our LORD was repreſenting to his hear- 
ers, by ſeveral parables, the awful deſtruction that 
would ſhortly. come upon the final rejecters of 
the goſpel ſavior, and. the goſpel ſalvation, it is 
ſaid, The Chief-prieſts and Phariſees perceived 
that he ſpake of them (W).“ (A heinous buſineſs 
indeed!) as if it was intolerable inſolence for him 
to ſpeak of them. It is true, they perceived 
Tight, he did ſpeak of them, and all others like 
them; and what then? Why, they are exaſpe ; 
rated, and would have laid Hands on. him, and 
treated him in a manner they thought he deſerv- 
ed, had it not been that they feared the multi- 
tude. And when this is the caſe, that we muſt ei- 
ther offend Gop, or men; whoſe diſpleaſure ſhall 
we moſt regard? If carnal SELF is conſulted, 
it will influence us to diſpleaſe GOD, and to ſooth 
and flatter our fellow- men. But alas! ſhould we 
make ſuch an awful ſacrifice to their corrupt hu- 
mors, will they undertake to anſwer it for us? 
Will they defend us from the diſpleaſure of IE - 
HOV AH, IO he ſhall ſend for us by death, or 
ſentence us to hell by his righteous judgment! ? 
No, they dare not attempt this, nor dare we 
truſt them in this matter. We have one GOD, 
and one maſter to pleaſe, and he muſt be obeyed, 
whether men like or diſlike. Our errand to them, 
is on matter of life and death, the vaſt impor- 
tance of which, muſt engage all the powers of 
our ſouls. Poor chriſtleſs ſinners, are not in a 
ſtate to be ſoothed and: flattered, or jeſted and 
trifled with; heaven and hell are not matters to 
be talked of in à careleſs indolent ſtrain; it is 
plain dealing ſuch want, however they may take 
it; ſuch as "will tend to make them feel their 

wretched, 


% Matt. _ 45, 46. 
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wretched, miſerable ſtate, and awaken. their ſolli⸗ 
citude for deliverance. | . | 3 
Acaln, our buſineſs is to. REACH CHRIST 
JESUS the LORD, and exhibit him to view in 
his perſonal glory and divine fulneſs as the laws 
fulfiller and ſavior of ſinners; to urge them com- 
paſſionately to come to him that they might have 
life, and on their final refuſal, to denounce againſt 
them the terrors of eternal death. And. beſides: the 
inexpreſſible importance of theſe things, every con- 
ſideration from the preſent providences of 
ſuggeſts an awakening call to the utmoſt diligence 
and painful induſtry. The GOD. of Heavam 
is now. thundering an alarm, on every fide, oun 
country is groaning under ravages: and devaſtati - 
ons, and all the frightful calamities of War and 
BLOOD! The enemies of ZION are forming a 
confederacy and ſaying, Let us raſe it, let us 
raſe it to the foundation (x). And who can tell 
how ſoon our churches. may be demoliſh'd and 
beaten into rubbiſh, and we ourſelves. called to 
priſon, and to death. And what, (IN THE 
NAME OF GOD) ſhall we do in a day of ſuffer- 
ing, if we have not learn'd to DENY: OURSELVES, 
and account our honor, intereſt, and even life 
itſelf, nothing in compariſon of the intereſt and 
kingdom of JESUS CHRIST ? Or ſhould Gon. 
in mercy yet ſpare his church, from the ravages 
of popiſh and pagan adverſaries, yet as to us, we 
now our time is ſhort, and © the night of death 
will ſoon come when no man can work (y).“ We 
live in a pyinG WoRLD, and dwell in regions of 
mortality, and have lately had frequent and awful 

notices of the uncertain Tenure of human. life. 
Taz laſt year in particular with reſpect to mini- 
ſters, may very properly be called the DYING- 
YEAR, 


(x) Pſalm cxxxvii. 7. (y) John ix. 4. 


1 32 J 
YEAR, in which the GOD of HzAvxxw has 
ſmitten his church in theſe parts, with repeated 
ſtrokes of ſore bereavement in a cloſe and awful 
fuccefſion ! Scarce had we time to dry our weep- 
ing eyes for the loſs of ONE, of eminent charac- 
ter and uſefulneſs (z), but the ſtreams of grief 
were called to flow down afreſh for the loſs of 
ANOTHER (a), whoſe zeal for GOD, and the 
converſion of fouls, was ſcarce to be parallel'd. 
And yet for all this, the anger of Jznovan was 
not turned away, but his hand was ſoon lifted up 
again, and with a dreadful aim, and reſiſtleſs 
ſtroke, has brought down to the duſt, perhaps 
the greateſt pillar in this part of Ziox's puiLD- 
IN os (b). O, how does the whole fabrick ſhake 
and totter! And what a gloomy aſpect do theſe 
| | providences 


(z) The Rev. Mr. AARON BURR, Preſident of the College. 

(a) The Rev. Mr. JAMES DAVENPORT, Miniſter at Hope- 
well, both of New'- Jerſey. 

(b) The Rev. JONATHAN EDWARDS, Preſident of 

the College of New-Jerſey, of whom The Rev. G. TEN- 

NENT of Philadelphia writes thus. | 


 - PHILADELPHIA, March 28, 1758. 

On wedneſday the 22d inſtant, departed this life, the reve- 
rend and werthy Mr. JONATHAN EDWARDS, (formerl 
of Northampton, in New-England, but lately of Stockbridge) 
preſident of the COLLEGE of New-Jerſey; a perſon of great 
, eminence, both in reſpe& of capacity, learning, piety, and 
uſefulneſs; a good ſcholar, and a great divine. As his genius 
was extraordinary, ſo it was greatly improved by long and 
hard ſtudy, by which he treaſured up much uſeful knowledge, 
both divine and human, and was thus uncommonly prepared 
for the arduous and important province to which he was cal- 
led. Divinity was his favorite ſtudy, in the knowledge of 
which, he had but few, if any equals, and no ſuperior in theſe 
provinces. The humility, gravity, and modeſty of his beha- 
viour, rendered him amiable to all that feared GOD, who had 
the pleaſure and priviledge of his acquaintance. But nothing 
appeared with greater luſtre, and more ftriking charms in his 
conduct, than his candor to man, and his fidelity to his 8 

| utues 
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providences wear ? as if GOD by calling home 
his EMBASSADO RS, was about to quit the affair 

of NEGOTIATING peace with mankind any more. 
SHALL not WE then, who ſurvive, double and 
redouble our diligence, knowing our time is ſhort, 
and that in proportion to the decreaſe of laborers, 
the work increaſes upon our hands. O Sis! are 
heaven and hell glorious and dreadful realities? 
are ſinners deſpiſing the ONE and ſleeping over 
the mouth of the OTHER, and are we ſent from 
Gop to awaken them, and ſhew them their 4 
ent 


Virtues very rare in this degenerate age, wherein piety, inte- 
grity, and bravery, are ready to breathe their laſt; an age, 
wherein, All fleſh have corrupted their way.“ and there is 
none (or almoſt none) upright among men. This MAN OF 
GOD, was favored with an unſhaken firmneſs in the cauſe of 
his great maſter, nor would his noble ſoul ſtoop to vulgar pre- 
judices, or meanly blend with the crowd. His judicious and 
magnanimous defence of the principles of the chriſtian re- 
formed religion, againſt the plauſible pretexts and cavils of 
ARMINIANS, in a late volume upon the liberty of the hu- 
man wall, (a volume, in which their cauſe 1s with great force 
of argument ent.rely baffled ; it is thought by ſome profeſſors 
of divinity in Europe, and by divers divines here, that it ex- 
ceeds any thing that has been wrote on the ſubject) and his ex- 
cellent writings in behalf of the power of piety (which ſome 
time fince happily ſpread in this ſinful land) deſerve eſteem, 
and make his memory bloſſom in the duſt. ers of his wri- 
tings, likewiſe deſerve to be mentioned with honor; it is as a 
comfort to us, in the midſt of grief, that this aſcending ELI- 
JAH, has left behind him, the mantle of ſo many valuable 
volumes, by which, though dead, he ſpeaks with wiſdom and 
warmth, in favor of truth and holineſs ; hereby, though with- 
out deſign, he has erected to his memory a buſt, not only pre- 
ferable to fulſom funeral panegyrics, but even to the moſt 
durable monumental marble. £4 
As this wiſe and faithful ſervant of CHRIST, glorifed. his 
bleſſed mafter, with uprightneſs and intrepidity of heart, by-a 
converſation becoming his goſpel ; ſo it pleaſed GOD to put 
great honor upon him, living and dying, by crowning his ho- 
neſt and unwearied labors with ſurprizing ſucceſſes, in the con- 
_ verſion of many, and giving him great calm in his ſoul, at the 
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Jent to offer them a ſavior and invite them to fly 
from the wrath to come to his atoning blood, 
why then, O! why don't theſe important realities 
Fallow up our whole attention? Why don't we 
make more haſte, in plucking finners as brands 
from EVERLASTING BurninGs? Why don't we 
pray more fervently, and preach more zealouſly, 
and lay-out our whole life, and foul, and ftrength 
in this great work? What? is the. intereſt and 
Happineſs of deathleſs immortal ſouls worth no 
more pains? Can we do no more for the honor 
-and intereſt of our glorious MasTER than this 

comes 


time of his exit. When eternity drew near, he with undiſturb- 


ed compoſure, deſired his daughter to requeſt her mother, and 


*Ais wife, not to indulge exceſſive grief, on occafion of his de- 
parture from her, but to conſider that the ſpiritual relation be- 
tween them, would not be diſſolved by death, and that he 
"hoped to ſee her again; and likewiſe that ſhe mould tell the 
*Sther children, that he requeſted them to obſerve the inſtruc- 
"tions he had from time to time given them, and that if they 
«did ſo, © good would come to them :* After he had fpoken to 
the above purpoſe, he looked about, and ſaid, now, Where 
is JESUS of NAZARETH, my true and never failing friend?” 
-and ſo he fell afleep, and went to that LORD he loved, (Sic 
mihi continget vivere, ſicque mori) and left a bereaved ſociety 
to fit in the duſt, and mourn the unſpeakable, (yea in ſome 
reſpects) the irreparable loſs, of ſo wiſe, experienced, and 
*#anthful a head; and that in a time of great neceſſity, general 
ealamity, great and 8 danger to the church and ſtate: 
O! when a holy GOD takes away ſuch righteous perſons, 
uch invaluableJewels, in thick ſucceſſion from our guilty land 
and nation, to his own bofom, his own cabinet; and that in 
"the beginning-of a dark — tempeſt, big with the fate of 
rations, is it not an awful omen? And ſhould we net lay it to 
heart, before it be too late? May we not, with fome variation, 
"lament the death of this excellent man, in the language of 
#DAVID, over SAUL and JONATHAN, O PRINCE- 
TOWN, the © Beauty of Ifrael is flain upon thy high places?” 
Or over brave ABNER, © Know ye not that a great man is fal- 
"tn this day in Hrael?* Or in the penſive ſtrains of ELISHA, 
over a departed ELIIAH. < My father, my father, the chariot 
of Iſrael, and the horſe-men thereof?“ 


( 38+ 3 


comes to? Shall the men of this world-be more 
painful and induſtrious, in ſeeking THEMSELVEs, 
than we in ſeeking the glory of CHRIST, and 
the ſalvation of fouls? GOD FORBID! We are 
on matters of life and death, we pray, and preach, 
and labor for eternity; ſure it becomes us then, 
to do it with all our might. Shall we not be 
SOLEMN and SERIOUs, when ſo near that ſtate and 
place where all are ſerious. BELIEVE IT SIRS, 
there is no trifling in the eternal world, there are 
none in jeſt either in heaven or hell. GOD ro- 
BID THEN, that we ſhould jeſt and trifle with im- 
mortal ſouls, chat are juſt at the door and upon 
the borders of an eternal ſtate |. 

Bur I have too long intruded on your patience, 
and therefore will now conclude with an addreſs to 
this aſſembly. 

My Bzerauren, if the reigning dominion of 
SEL FISHNESS is inconſiſtent with a miniſterial, 
"tis equally inconſiſtent with a truly chriſtian cha- 
racter. Hence ſays our LORD, if any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf(c).*. That man 
of whatever character, who loves himſelf ſupreme- 
ly, and ſeeks himſelf ultimately and finally, and 
ſo places SELF in the room of GOD, in his eſti- 
mation, affections and intention, falls upon a di- 
rect method to loſe niMsELF, , and Gop, and His 
- SALVATION, too in the FINAL ISSUE. Did he 
hate his beſt intereſt as bad as the devil hates him, 
and deliberately. conſult how he might do himſelf 
the greateſt miſchief, and act the part of the moſt 
deadly enemy to his ſoul and body, he could not 
fall upon a more effectual method: For what can 
be more inſolent or more provoking to the dread 
majeſty of heaven, than for a poor crawling h 
of dult, to claim a preference to him, and chal- 

F lenge 


(c) Matthew xvi. 27. 
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lenge more love and regard than he, and live to 
himſelf, and prefer his own honor and intereſt to 
the honor and intereſt of him that made him: Nay, 
to inſiſt upon being his own Lox D and MasTzRr, 
and having his own will, whatever becomes of 
GOD's witt. If ſuch as theſe are ever happy, 
they muſt be able to make themſelves ſo, not only 
without GOD, but even in deſpite of Gop, and 
in direct oppoſition to him. But alas! can poor 
mortals be ſufficient for their own happineſs with- 
out GOD, who can't ſupport their exiſtence a 
ſingle moment, but muſt ſoon be carried on men's 
ſhoulders to the dark confinement of the grave, 
and there turn to RorrENNESs and DvsrT, and 
will not be able with all their boaſted ſufficiency, 
ſo much as to lift a finger to remove the worms 
that will crawl about their Hearts, and prey upon 
their vitals ? Can they make themſelves happy in 
deſpite of GOD, and carry through that SELF- 
INTEREST which they have ſet up in oppoſition 
to him? Why then, they muſt conquer omni- 
potence, and do what neither angels or devils dare 
attempt. Let ſuch vain mortals try their ſkill 
firſt, let them command yonder ſun and moon to 
ſtand ſtill, and invert the order of nature, let them 
change the ſeaſons, and bring ſnow in harveſt, and 
cauſe the flowers to ſpring in winter, and if they 
find the inanimate creation will obey them, contrary 
to the law of their CREATOR, then, but never, 
never till then, let them proceed with confidence 
and courage to ſet up themſelves as their LAS 
END, or live to themſelves as their LTI MATE 
FELICITY. | | 
Ir was the grand deſign of the death and ſuffer- 
ings of JESUS CHRIST, to recover men from 
the ruins of their firſt apoſtacy, and conſequently 


to fave them from themſelves, and the Ar 
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of a SELFISH diſpoſition. Hence ſays the A 
STLE, * he died for us, that they which live ſhould - 
not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
who died for them and roſe again (d).“ Reſt not 
then, I beſeech you, till you have a ſpecial intereſt 
in the bleſſings of his atonement by divine faith; 
and the ſenſible experience of the efficacy of his 
Darn and SUFFERINGS, recovering you from 
YOURSELVES, YouR SELF - LOVE, ELN. 
SEEKING, SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS, awd 
SELF-DEPENDENCE, to the ſupreme love & 
GOD, and a fiducial dependence on the blood and 
righteouſneſs of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  - 
AG&ain, if our buſineſs as miniſters is to PR EAW 
CHRIST JESUS the LORD, then *tis your buſt- 
neſs to receive him into yourhearts byfaith: Andon 
this depends your everlaſting weal or wo, for to 1 
many as receive him gives he power to become the 
ſons of GOD(e);* but he that © rejecteth him, hath one 
that will judge him atthelaſt day(f).* You ſee Siks, 
that we are not topreach ourſelves, nor aim torecom- 
mend ourſelves to popular eſteem. The queſtion ts 
not what you think of us, or of our gifts or graces, 
abilities or public performances; or whether youlike 
ordiſlike, admire or deſpiſe: Think of us as you pleaſe, 
ſo you do not deſpiſe and diſhonor our glorious maſ- 
ter: But the queſtion is what you think of CHRIST : 
who is the grand ſum of our meſſage, and whe- 
ther you cordially receive him into your hearts BY 
faith. If we may be ſo happy as to join you 
fectually to CHRIST, we are not ſo much con- 
| cerned, whether we win your applauſe, or gain 
you over to any intereſt or party of our own. On 
the other hand, ſhould you receive and treat us 
ever ſo kindly, and give our labors your higheſt 
approbation, yet if you don't receive C AR. 
(d) 2 Cor. v. 15. (e) John i. 12. (f) John xi. 48. 
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the grand ſum of all the meſſages we bring; the 
great end we have in view is loſt, our labor is 
loſt, your precious ſouls are eternally loſt, and you 
had better never have been born. OSixxNERS chere 
you are tottering, as it were, on the brink of 3uxx- 
NO TopHET, nodding on the very edge of the 
[TREMENDOUS PREciPIce, juſt - launching into the 
'BTERNAL WoRLD»: Juſt about to appear at the Bar | 
or GOD ; life is waſting, death is approaching, 
heaven and hell are glorious and dreadful realities, 
and a ſoul once loſt, is irrecoverably loſt, and 
the loſs can never, never be retrieved. For the 
love of GOD then, in the name and bowels of 
JESUS, and by all the bitter a; onies, and un- 
parallel'd ſufferings of a bleeding, dying Savior, 
we beg, intreat, and beſeech you, now, EVEN 
W-, to awake and fly from the wrath to come, 
and receive CHRIST who is the ſum of our 
meſſage, as ever you would have him receive 
your trembling, departing ſouls in a dying hour. 

Take him who is now tendered to you, as GOD 

offers him, to be the LORD your K1icartovs- 
Ess, and the LORD your xuILER; to be your 
PRINCE as well as SAVIOR ; to give you re- 
pentance as well as remiſſion of ſins (g,) and you 
ſhall be waſhed and ſanctified as well as juſtified, 
in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the 
SPIRIT of the living GOD (h.)* 


80 Acts v. 31. (h) 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
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